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S orts An area youth
footbaﬂ team

has & super year. Details are in
Southwest Sports, which also has
accounts announcing a grade-
school basketball tournament and
of bowling matches at Lawn
Lanes. Turn to page 16.

kay Htmania
e columnist
recalls Thanksgiving Day dinners
from his %ast and his childhood on
the Southeast Side, where resi-
dents actually came over to bor-
row a cup of sugar. He adds that

By TASHA L. CLOPTON-STUBBS

The Wrightwood Improvement
Association welcomed Chicago
Lawn (8th) Police District Cmdr.
John Kupczyk to its November meet-
ing, swapping concerns and compli-
ments about the community.

“The blocks that are tight are the
blocks that don’t have problems,” the
commander emphasized.

Kupczyk praised the members of
the WIA for their continued dedica-

tion to improving the community. He

“Like a Friend of the Family...ever since 1924”

EWS-HERALD

estimated that Beat 835 was one of
the best five beats in his 15 beat dis-
trict.

“Don’t applaud me, applaud you,”
he said. “You are the guys that make
this community run.”

Tony Philbin, WIA’s president, pro-
vided City Hall’s phone number to
those in attendance, urging residents
to protest any proposed cuts in police

manpower.

“We need less flowers on the
street,” Philbin said. “We need more
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Commander Meets WIA Group

Does Not Foresee New Police District for Southwest Side

policemen in the 8th District.”

The commander gave no specifics,
but said that he had expressed his
concerns to Supt. Jody Weis about the
number of police in the 8th District,
and noted that the superintendent was
very eager to hear those concerns.

Residents asked about the possibili-
ty of moving the district boundaries,
splitting the district and building a
new police station.

continued on page 26
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City budget cuts would
likely rule out the build-
ing of a new police sta-
tion, and Kupczyk de-
scribed a boundary move
as one that would quick-
ly become complicated.

“Personally, I don’t
think we have to change
the district boundaries,”
he said. “They’ve been
fine all these years. I
think they’re fine just the
way they are.

“I think there (are)
other things we can do to
improve the quality of
the police service here.
Moving the boundaries is
not necessary.”

Responding to a resi-
dent’s concern about
Chicago Alternative
Policing Strategy
(CAPS) program being
cut, Kupczyk said, “Tt is
going to be revamped.”

Without giving
specifics, he added, “The
order is being rewritten.
The manner in which we
are going to run the pro-
gram is going to be
slightly different.”

Kupczyk did say that
there would be one
sergeant who would at-
tend all of the meetings
— serving as a liaison
officer. Only officers on
duty at the time will
come to the meeting, cut-
ting down on overtime
costs.

It will be the sergeant’s
job to keep off-duty offi-
cers informed of meeting
happenings.

The commander’s sug-
gestions for improved
safety included attending
CAPS meetings to get
informed about neigh-
borhood crime trends.

According to Kupczyk,
these meetings assist in
informing residents on

knowing when to call
911 and when not to. He
says his district handles
approximately 1,000
calls per day.

“The 911 system was
never designed to handle
the volume of calls that
we get,” he said.

Members of the WIA
have organized a watch
group that patrols the
neighborhood nightly.
Kupczyk encouraged
them to patrol during the
day also, in light of a
rash of daytime garage
break-ins in the area.

The WIA meets every
third Thursday of every
month at 7:30 p.m. in the
Quigley Room at St.
Thomas More Church,
2825 W. 81st St.

The association’s goal
is to better the communi-
ty bordered by 76th and
87th streets, and Western
and Kedzie avenues. The
next meeting is Dec. 18.




