[image: image1.jpg]OCTOBER 22 - OCTOBER 28, 2008

WWW.STREETWISE.ORG + 3

Dealing with school violence a dally battle

By Tasha L. Clopton-Stubbs

Students often Took t© school a5 2
refuge from strect volence, butare they.
safer i their school building? Some st:
dents and teachers say no.

Student offenses are categorized by
level, with levels 4, 5 and 6 being the.
most serious. These disturbances
include extortion, busglary, assault,
acmed robbery and murder. Acconding
10 the Jatest avalable satstics from
20062007, provided by the Chicago
Public Schools Office of Safety and
Scuritlevel 4 and 5 disturbances have.
ranged.from 7ero incidents at schools
such 4 Lindblom, (© over 200, at
schools such as Manley.

Subjects Incerviewed for this story
declined 1o provide identifying details
for fear of reallatory practces at thei
ocal scho levels,

Ms. Martin currently teaches middic
school at a South Side Chicago Public
Sehool that she declined to identify. She
recalls an fneident at 3 former school
‘where 1 student brought gas powered
BB gun to school. I wasn't aware that
e had it until the principal had me (o
line my kids up in the hallway, They
came searching forfcand ound it in his
book bag? Mstn says that there were
0 metal deteetors and thee had been
o schoolwide bag inspeetion In at
st two years.

Another CPS elementary teacher who.
asked that she be identiied orly a5 Ms.

incident that

confronia-
tions €an be, “Two male students got
into & confrontation about @ football
ame on the playground,and they had

been arguing back and forth= Jones sald
that she dida't ake it (0o serfously, as
the two students were fiends, Vet after
a literal face:oface confrontation, they:
began fist fighting, and the rest of the
class had to pull them apart. “The nest
day,it was like nothing bappened”.

In another incident that was shocking
0 both e 4th graders and to Jones
herself"I had & boy take a ltl gis
dollas. The it giel took the doliar
avway from the boy, and the boy jumped
over to desks, snatched the dollar out
of her hand and proceeded to punch.
the crap out of a e gil” Jones sald
she had o pull the young man offof the.
‘young girl . this particular instanc
She felt_ support from the sehool's
administration, but says that the avail
able securlty i the school bullding
never came (o her classroom when
called.

Jones 4lso secalls that an 8th grade.
female swdentpunched hec in the
stomach, because the student was angry
that Jones was apping her shoulder 1o,
let ter know that she had accidentally
pushed her. Jones didt want 10 report
this o the police for the sake of the
ehilds furure, Becawse of this, Jones
Suys school administrators did ot pur-
sue disciplinary action. She sttcs that
she has no fith the Chicago Public
Schools will do anything about school
Violence:

Martin siaed that she had been a vic-
tim of assault while trying 0 quell
fight berween oo (ird griders, who
are typically 8 o 9 years old. “The
aguressor was trying (0 get o the other
student (0 continue fighing. 1 vas try:
g 10 separate them and i the process

the young man hit me - like @ man
hits another man - in the chin® Mardn.
ecall that the student was suspended
for 10 days 2t the beginning of the fol-
lowing school year.

M, Jackson, who used (o teach with
Jonesadds that there is a high turnover
e of security officers, Her desice I for
secusity officers “who [are] not so rion-
chalant, What we've
noticed  at our
school is that the

e

o )
announce the new StreetWise.

“The publication vl il be weeldy, and you'l recogoize many
ofour urtent writers, fetured columns, stoies about our vendors,
and a continued focts on socal ssue parinet o Chicago. But,
youlll als see new in-depth feaures, concse sioris gues aditors
and thought leaers, adelional foc. on neighborhaods, and sto-
s about other ot forproft organizations. During the a5t 16
yers, wee Helped cver 000 men and vomen who were home.
fes, o at risk of bein <0, on ther road o self uffciency by el
ing Strentse.

StreetWise,  501(03) notfor-prfit, provides  crucal el e
or individual at 3 ime when they most need fwhen they are
hingry and homeless with 7o means o provide for hemselves or
iheir famly. And with recent econoric condiions,the ned as
incressed. Wihin 45 hours ofentering Steetiset doar,an ndic
Vidual can begih to earn 2 lving regarless of his or Her back.
ground or present stution, There ae fw, f any ober organza-
‘ions in Chicago that can ke this claim. Steetise il 3 crtical
nced i this iy

“This s you just prchiase s lierally part o the vehicle we
use o flfl aur misson 1o empawer men and women who are
homeiss o t e f b 3 ey workvars el ifcien

hrouhy 2By purchasi o

Security i New Jrsey highschoal break up 3 igh btween two stdents.

‘I was trying to

domiy attacked in the hallway of her
school for approximately 10 minutes.
Securlty personnel “came 10 minutes
Jater, after the fight wis pretty much
‘While never having been a viedm of
an auack herself, Renee feels seculty
officers at her sehool are too fumiliar
with sudents, relating o them on &
much 00 persoml
level o adequately
exercise authoriy

Bt separate them and in e;ough s
R o e

L el the process. R T

ST s “the St Sman hit Lo,

proactiv
response t© outside
issues that incie vio-

me - like a man hits
another man - i

her own saecy;she

the

ence. tches her .
“Chicago _Public in roundings dad

Schools hiaye an obli- chin. walks with others

aton to ensure the When she can.

safery of children and fculy and stff.
“The only time they deal with Issues that
o oceus in scools is on & need(ed]
basis ... when a teacher of student fas
been killed or shot, thats swhen they.
bring the crisis intervention team (o the
schools to provide support for the
school, (The students] bring so much
with them, They don't come with the
nocence they once did”

Rence, & lowerclassman at Willam
Bogan High School, described the lack.
of safety that she fltafer agir was ran:

Loretta, 2 Gth grader in a South Side.
Chicago Public School, also_ reports
never having been 4 vicum of violence
herselfbut she has witnessed it. Out o
the 30 students in her classroom, she
estimates that 15 1© 20 of them have
been disrespectiul 10 both the students
and teachers, These acts range from
cursing at and arguing with a teacher (0
fighting in class and the hallways
Loretta said that she fels safer than she.

School continued on page 11
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School continued from page 3

has in the past, since there are two security officers in the
building. “Now, since we have a strict principal, it’s a much
better school to come to” Loretta also feels that students
should be searched to eliminate the possibility of someone
bringing weapons into the school, since some of her school-
mates are so quick to resort to violence.

Jones has a suggestion for Chicago Public Schools offi-
cials.“I would like to see a security officer on each floor as
opposed to someone who just sits at a desk and looks
bored. Our principal was being yelled at very aggressively
by someone, in her face, and [the security officer] did not
even go up to the woman to get her out of our principal’s
face” Jones adds that this particular security officer is no
longer at the school.

Martin’s suggestions for controlling violence in school
buildings includes more of a male presence, counseling for
outside influences and issues, increased security inside and
around the school grounds, cameras inside of schools, and
metal detectors. “We need to do whatever is possible to
prevent any more teachers and students from being killed
or injured.”

Social workers and counselors would be a key compo-
nent in preventative measures, but the numbers do not
equate. Social workers within Chicago Public Schools often
split their time between 2 or more schools. The Chicago
Teachers Union contract mandates that there be one coun-
selor per every 600 students in a school. According to the
contract, this is based on a recommendation made by the
1960 White House Conference on Children and Youth, mak-
ing Martin question the effectiveness of those numbers in
today’s society.

“A” counselor in a school with 60 or more students is
unable to avail themselves to meet the needs of every stu-
dent”

' These teachers and students agree that school violence is
often the result of outside altercations and disputes that
find their way in the classroom and impairs education.
“Their minds are not on school” Martin observes. “Their
minds are on: ‘Am I going to get home safely?’ or ‘What’s
going to happen when I leave class?’”

‘Tashla L. Clopton-Stubbs is a Chicago Public School teacher on
the South Side whose cell phone was stolen after hours when there
was no security in her school. For this story, she interviewed col-
leagues at various schools and students, with their parents' per-
mission.




