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A South Side gospel singer takes the hometown
stage

By Tasha Clopton-Stubbs « May 28,2008 @ 7:30 AM
More

Gospel singer Aaron Sle"&éé';i’ﬁ;ibt have far to g}j when he takes the staéé?ii the 24th annual C'hicago
Gospel Music Festival.

Sledge, a 30-something writer, producer and singer who does not provide his exact age, grew up in
Washington Heights and still makes his home on the city's South Side.

Singer Aaron Sledge in his South
Side studio. / Photo by Tom Perkins

His musical journey, on the other hand, has taken him a long way, from his beginnings as a shy church
drummer to a stint singing backup in Los Angeles, to a debut album, "Da Light," released in March.

“I knew that] could always sing and had the talent and ability to sing, but I was just shy," Sledge says of
his early years playing in the choir at Prayer Band General Assembly Church on East 69th Street.

"It’s easy to hide behind some drum sticks and some cymbals," Sledge recalls. "It’s another thing to stand
out, in front of, you know, hundreds and thousands of people and sing and try to convey a message.”

He has since conquered his shyness, and says he tapped into his drumming roots for some programming and
keyboarding on the album.
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